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A day to

Give Back
By Airman 1st Class
Stephanie Hammer
437 AW Public Affairs

The anniversary of 9/11 has now
become a Day of Caring for
Charleston AFB.

The day brings together more than
200 Team Charleston volunteers
and members of the local commu-
nity to remember the past and help
build the future.  They gave their
time to paint, landscape, repair
homes and mentor children.

“Sept. 11 left a scar on Ameri-
cans,” said Senior Master Sgt.
Michael David, 437th Communica-
tions Squadron.  “As we remember
the fallen heroes who gave their all to
help those in need that day, on this
day, in their honor, we reach out and
continue their acts of selfless giving.”

“It’s a great way for us (CAFB) to

help, even in a small way, to make
things better,” he continued.  “This
way, people realize we’re not just
flying planes overhead, but we are
neighbors stepping forward to lend a
hand where needed.”

Although operations didn’t stop
on base, many were able to make
time to give to improving the quality
of someone else’s life.

“I feel like there is so much volun-
teer work to be done in so many
places that it’s overwhelming,” said
Lt. Col. Russ Catanach, 315th Opera-
tions Group.  “But at least we all
made a stride today.”

This is the second year base
personnel have been involved in the
Day of Caring.

“Through the Day of Caring, CAFB
airmen demonstrated their commit-
ment to being  solid community
citizens,” said Barry Waldman,

Trident United Way communications
and marketing president.  “Valor and
professionalism are hallmarks of the
Air Force in foreign lands, but their
generosity and community spirit
mean just as much to us here at
home.  The people of the Lowcountry
are indebted to them.”

Many have volunteered and
donated far beyond the scope of that
one day, said Mr. Waldman.

“It reminds you to be thankful for
some of the things you take for
granted in your everyday life,” said
2nd Lt. Brian Pressler, 1st Combat
Camera Squadron.  “I like to think I
had a positive effect on someone
else’s life, and I helped make an
improvement, no matter how small.”

With the Day of Caring, volun-
teers hoped the acts of generosity
and compassion will continue
throughout the year.
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